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May it pleaſe Your Grace. 


5 | N Obedience to Tour Command, I have- printed, and with all 


dutiful Submiſſion , offer the following Sermon to Tour Grace's 
Acceptance and Patronage. I could not thin, it became me to 


object and delay, when Your Grace was pleaſed to approve and en- 
; carey the publiſhing of it, left by ſo doing, I might ſeem to con- 


traditt its chief Deſian, and give juit Occaſion of Offence. - I was 
the leſs concern d to expoſe it to publick View, becauſs whatſoever 
Defects may be in it, are abundantly ſupply'd by Tour Grace s Ex- 
ample, I might here take Occaſion, to repreſent the Piety, and Pru- 
dence, the Magnanimity and Steddineſs, and Candour of Tour whole 


Conduct. But I am very ſenſible, that Tour Humility, which is a 
nughty Ornament to all Tour other Virtues , will not Permit, I 
ſhall therefore only beg leave. to ſay, that I retain a very grateful 
| Senſe of the Favours I have received from Tour Grace; and de- 
' fire Tou would pleaſe to accept M this as a juſt ( though" very poor) 
 Achnowledgment of them. May your Grace, long continue to be, 
what Dou nom are, 4 Support and Ornament to the Church and 


State: May Tou daily. ſee the. Succeſs, and reap the Bleſſings of 
| the good of bath, 
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Giving no Offence in any thing, that the Miniſtry be 


nor blamed. 


UR Bleſſed Saviour having offered himſelf a Sacrifice for the 
Expiation of the Sins of Mankind, and having overcome death 
by his Reſurrectien from the Grave, was conſtituted, and de- 
clared, Univerſal Lord and King: Lord both of the Dead, and 

the Living: Things in Heaven, things in the Earth, and things under the 

Earth, i. e. All Creatures, Angels, Men, and Devils were put in Sub- 

jection under him, and obliged to own, and ſubmit to char Sovereign 

Authority, and Power, which was committed to him, | 

Before his departure from this World, he began to exerciſe his Royal 

| Power, and ſoon ordained, and conſtituted the Miniſters of chis King- 
dom. He ſent his Apoſtles, in like manner, as his Father had ſent him, 
and gave them a Commiſſion to preach the Golpel, in his Name, to e. 
very Creature, to \ Jew and Gentile, i.e. to all Mankind, and aſſured - 
them, and their Lawful Sueceſſors, of his Protection and Aſſiſtance con- 
tinually, even to the End of the World. Matth. 28. 20. 5 
Zut when He aſcended into Heaven, and ſat down at the right hand of 
the Majeſty on high, he enter d upon the more compleat Execution, and 
full Poſſeſſion of that high Authority, he had received from bis Father: 
And in purſuance of thoſe great, and glorious ends, for 2 | 

which he had received ir, He gave Gifts to Men, He gave Eph. 4. 11, 12, 
ſome Apoſiles, and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts, 13. Oy 
and ſome Paſtors and Teachers: He gave theſe Gifts, ro NE | 
the wiſeſt, and beſt Ends and Purpoſes ; For the perfeFing of the Saints, 
for the Work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt ; 77 

we all come in the Unity of the Faith, and of the Knowledge of the don 
of God, unto a perfect Man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the ful- 

| meſs of Chriſt ; And according to his own gracious Promiſe, he hath hi- 

therto, in ſpite of all Oppoſition, continued a Succeſſion of Biſhops, Pa- 
ſtors, and Teachers, to inſtruct, guide, and govern his People, and by- 
their means, hath in a marvellous manner propagated his Goſpel, con- 
founded its Oppoſers, and made the Kings and Princes of the Earth, bo“ 
before bim, and worſhip him: And though his Kingdom be not yet en- 
larged to its utmoſt extent, yet what he bath already done, is an Earneſt, 
and a Pledge co us, that he will go on conquering, and to conquer, till 
he hath made all his Enemies his Footſtool. | 
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Now, whether we conſider the Author of the Miniſterial Ofſice, or the = 
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ed it, One would think, that not only the Office, but the Mi- 


8 bp Wers themſelves alſo, ſhould be out of the reach of Reproach and 


Contempt. 


But yet, ſo it is, the Office it ſelf is traduced by ſome, as a meer 


Policick Device and Engine to ſupport fraud” and impoſture, and to over- 


| awe the ignorant and unthinking Multitude, into tame, ſervile, and un- 


worthy compliances : And the Miniſters are defamed, as the great inſtru- 


ments of deluding and deceiving Mankind, in the moſt groſs and palpable 


manner, in'order to ſerve their own intereſt, and gratify their ambition, 


by Lording it over mens eonſciences, and thereby making them, become | 


an eaſy prey to them. 
They who Miniſter in Holy things, very well know the falſchood and 
malice of the Accuſation: They know Religion ir ſelf is ſtruck ar, and 


- wounded through their ſides. They know, that the Enemies of Religion 


in general, and of the Chriſtian Religion in particular, are ſenſible, they 
cannot undermine it, while its Minitters are held in eſteem and honour, 
and therefore it is they rail, and rage ſo much againſt them. 

Bur as this is no unuſual or ſtrange thing, ſo whoſoever are employ d 
in Holy Offices, ſhonld not (at leaſt upon their own Accounts) be great- 
ly concern d, and troubled at it. The greateſt innocence, the moſt ſu- 
blime Piety, fervent Zeal, incomparable Meekneſs, Humility, Patience, 
contempt of the World, and unwearied diligence to promote rhe Glory 
of God, and the happineſs of Mankind, are no abſolute defeace and ſe- 
curity, againſt the arrows, and venom, of a prophane, ſerpentine, ma- 
licious Tongue. Our Bleſſed Lord, and his holy Apoſtles, did not eſcape 
the moſt unworthy, and bitter Reflections and cenſures. The Diſci pla, 
therefore, muſt not expect to be above his Maſter, nor the Succeſſors of 
the Apoſtles, may not take it ill, and murmur, if they ſometimes fare, 


as the Apoſtles did; But muſt. rather do as they did, commit their cauſe 


to God, and poſſeſs their Souls in patience, till in his own appointed time, 
He bring forth their righteouſneſs as the Light, and their judgment a 


_ the Noon day. Or however it ſhould happen as to their own particular 
caſe, yet herein is their Comfort, that maugre all the art, and power of 


Earth aud Hell, there ſhall never want a Succeſſion of lawful Paſtors and 


Teachers, and tho? the honour of the Priefthood may in ſome Places, 


and upon ſome Occaſions (as a great Divine of our own ſpeaks ) be o- 
ver clouded for a time, yet it ſhall never totally be Eclipſed, nor ſwallowed 
up in a perpetual night. Whereever Chriſtianity ſhall flouriſh and flouriſh 
it Thall, notwithitanding all Eumity and Oppoſition, Wife and Good men 

. "(and they are chiefly ro be regarded) will know them 
I . 5.12, that labour among them, and are over them in the 


A Lord, and admoniſh thew, and will eſteem them very 


925 highly in love, for their works ſake. | 
But however this may happen, The Miniſters of Chrift, the Guides 


and Governors of his Church, will go on to do, what they already do 


They 
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ſerve, by extracting Good out of Evil, and making even the defamation 
of their Enemies, redound the more to their praiſe and glory. They 
learn Wiſdom of their Adverſaries, ſince they mult expect blame, they 
walk with the greater care and circumſpection: They, after the example: 
of our Apoſtle, ſtrive ſa much the more carnelt]y to give no Offence iu 


u- pleaſe to obſerve theſe three things. | | 
Je I. The Duty, which the Apoſtle recommends te us, from his own Ex- 
n, ample, which is due care to give no Offence. . | | 
we II. The Univerfality, or Extent, of the Duty, Give no Offence in 
| any thing, | 6 Cl „ RE 
d III. The Reaſon of both, that the Miniſtry be not blamed. Now tho' 
d I do not preciſely follow this Method, or Diviſion of the words, yet I 
[1 hope, I ſhall come up, to their preciple Deſign, if I can anſwer theſe 
7 | three enquiries, ble | 1 
, 1. What it is to give Offene??? 
2. Why we muſt give no Offence in any thing ? 
g 3. How, or by what means, the Miniſters of Chriſt may ſo manage 
themſelves, as to give no juſt Occaſion of Offence, and thereby ſupport 
- WE the Honour of the Miniſtry, at leaſt ſecure it from any great reproach 


, aud contempt ? I am 


1. To ſhew, what it is to give Offence. Now (at leaſt fo far as I know) 


5 there are but two Notions in the Holy Scripture, of giving Offence, and 
{ Scandalizing another. The one is, the unneceſlary and cauſeleſs, grie- 

; ving, moleſting, or troubling of him. The Other is, the leading, or 
"© temptiag of him, to any Sin, or Error in faith or practice, I fay 

1. There are ſome who tell us, that one Notion of Scandal, or giving 


Ofence, is a needleſs grieving, troubling, or vexing another Man, either 


by Doing,. or Forbearing any thing, which we were under vo Obligation, 
either to do, or forbear, at leaſt in that junfure, and at that particular 
Seaſon, when we either did, or forbore ro do it, Now whether this be 
the ſtrict and proper Notion of giving Offence, or Scandal, is nor, at 
preſent, very material, to diſpute, For whether it be, or no, | believe 
It is certain, that where I am at perfect Liberty being under the Obliga- 
tion of no Law, Divine or Human, to Do, or Forbear any thing, the 
Doing, or Fortearing of which, creates grief and trouble to another, and 
makes his Life leſs eaſy and comfortable, than otherwiſe it would be, I 
ſay, in ſuch caſe, ir is very certain, I may abridge my ſelf of my Liber- 
fy, nay, it is fit, requiſite, and neceſſary tha. I ſhould deny my ſelf, I 


nity, and Courteſy, mutt rake place. It js not only unchriſtian, but it 
is ſeltiſn, unkind, inhuman, and argues much narrowneſs and ſourneſs 
of Spirit, to create grief, ſorrow and trouble ro another, when I may as 
well, without any real, or apparent Detriment, to my ſelf, or others, 
tot whom I am concern'd, forbear the Occaſion of it. If, indeed, I am 
| 1 . under 


They will imitate, ſo far, as they are able, the great God, hom they 


| axy thing, that the Miniftry be not blamed, In which words you may | 


mult uſe my Liberty with Prudence, and Char:ty, The Law of Huma- 
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W metrie of any Divine Rees or 257 3 juſt Command of my 
Lawful Superior, this as | may. ſhew afterwards, Tp the Cafe : Here 
I muſt do my Duty, and if Offence come upon my fo doing, it is an Oi- 
fence taken, and not given, and He who takes it muſt anſwer for it. And 
It may be very fit for him, to examine himſelf, and ſee, whether igno- 


rance. or forwardneſs, or ſelf conceit, or a defire to preſcribe to me, do 


not influence him too much. But as I faid, where I am at perfect Liber- 
ty, here it becomes me, 10 deny my ſelf, rather than grieve and trouble 
my Brorher.. Here the Rule i is, we that are ſtrong ought to bear the 
Infirmities of the weak, and not pleaſe our ſelves, Here we ſhould be 
| | flexible, yielding, and complaiſant, and imitate the Apo- 

1 Cor. 9. 22. ſtle, who became all things to all men, and pleaſed all 
men in all things, i. e. in all lawful things, not ſeeking 


1 To.” 10. 33. hi own profit but the profit of * that they might 
be ſaved, But theo, 


2. There are Others who tell us and they 47 it is the only true No- 
tion of it) that the Giying Offence or Scandal, is the Doing, or Forbear- 


Ing any thing, which is a real temptation or inducement to Error, or Wick- 


edneſs, Whatſoever directly, and in its own Nature, or in general O- 


pinion, tends to lead a man into any Sin, that is to ſay, either to do any 
thing which God hath forbidden, or to omit any thing which he hath 


commanded, this is an Offence, and is ufually exprſſed 


| | Rom, 14. 1% in Holy Scriprure, by laying a ſnare, a trap, a ſtum- 


bling - block in any ones way, whereby he is deceived, and 

1 Jobn : 2. 10: bruiſes, and hurts himſelf, Any thing a Man does which 
tends to diſcourage Men from receiving the Faith of 

Chriſt, or adhering to it, or walking worthy of it, is an Offence, For 


example, ro repreſent the great Myſteries of the Goſpel, as unreaſonable 


and abſurd, the Precepts of it, as over- rigorous and ſevere, or to ener- 


vate the force of its Promiſes and Threatnings, or to deride, moleſt, and 


Perſecure Men for the fincere Belief, and Practice of 

Matth. 18. 7. it, is a great and grievous Offence , and Wo be to 
| them, by whom ſuch Offences come. Now that this, is 

the true, and moſt comme, if not the only Notion of giving Offence, 


is very fairly inferr'd from many Paſſages of the New Teſtament, Bur 


K 


1 muſt not be tedious, and therefore ſhall mention, but 
Matth. 1 1. 6, a Few. Says aur Bleſſed Lord, Bleſſed is he whoſoeuer 
bal mot be offended in me, i, e. Who (hall not be 
rempred/through the meanneſs of the Circumftances in which I appear, 
or ihe troubles and afflictions, which will befal me, to reject my Perſon, 
and Doctrine, or to fall from the Belief and Profeſſion of it. So it is 
| faid of thofe, who received the Seed, in Stony ground, 

Match, 13: 21. that when tribulation, or perſecution. did ariſe, they 
mere by and by Offended,; i. e. Were preſently diſcouraged 

from! cheriſhing the good Seed of the word, in their hearts, and bring- 
ing ſorth-rhe fruits of it, in their Lives and Converſation. So gain it 
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is ſaid of Chriſt crueiſſed, that 20 rhe Few he was 6 | 


ful death which he ſuffered, - was a tempration to them, | : 
to reject him, and hindered them from confeſſing him to be the Chriſt, 
the Saviour of the World. Yet once more, Upon our Lord's Myſterious 


Diſcourſe, concerning Eating his Fleſh, and Drinking his 5 
Blood, many of his followers were offended, i. e, think- 70. 6, 60. 
ing with themſelves (tho very ignorantly and unreato- . 


nably) that what he ſaid was againſt the Rules of Humanity, took Of- 


fence, and preſently ſorſook him, and in ſo doing forſook him, who had 
the words of Eternal Life. This is a ſhort account, of the firſt Enquiry, 
viz, what it 1 to give Offence: And the Sum of all is this, That giving 
Offence conſiſts either in the obſtructing the Peace, quiet, and tranquility 


of · our Neighbour, by any needleſs, imprudent Uſe of our Liberty: Or 


elſe leading him into Sin or Error, by any ſiniſter, dubious and unlawtul 
Practices. And great Reaſon there is why we ſhould be cautious, how 
we give any ſuch Offence : Which is the next thing I propoſed, viz. 
2. To ſhew why, or upon what accounts, we muſt take heed that we 
give no Offence, in any thing. Now the Reaſons obliging, and indu- 
cing, to the greateſt care, and circumſpection in this Matter, are very 
Weighty and Various. I can only touch upon a few. 
1. The Honour of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Dignity of the Cal- 
ling to which he hath called- his Miniſters, are a forcible Reaſon, and 
great Motive, to excite the urmoſt Care and Caution, to prevent and re- 


move all juſt Occaſion of Offence, They who are Conſecrated and Or- 


dained to Holy Offices, ſtand in a near Relation to jeſus 

Chriſt, the great Shepherd, and Biſhop of our Souls. 1 Pet. 2. 25. 
They are his Servants, i. e. peculiary and eminently ſo. NE 
They are his Agents, by whom he carries on the great Affairs of his 
Church. They are the Miniſters of his Spiritual Kingdom, His Ambaſ- 
ſadors to Men, intruſted with the Word, or Doctrine, of reconciliation, 
beſeeching them, in Chriſt's ſtead, to be reconciled to God: than which 
a more hugh, honourable, and beneficial truſt, cannot be committed to 
Men. They are the Builders of his Houſe, the Stewards of his Family, 
appointed to give every one their Meat, in due Seaſon. They are the 


Angels of his Church, and Stars in his right hand. In fine, they are Co- 
workers toge her vith him, continually watching for the Salvation of 


thoſe, for whom Chriſt died: Thereby purſuing the ſame great Work, 


for which he came from Heaven, and began upon Earth, and ſtill car- 
ries on, by the labours of his Scryants, and the powerful Miniſtration of 


tus Spirit, who accompanies. their faithful Diligence and Endeavours. How 
great and glorious. a Maſter do they ſerve! How ſacred and honourable 


ie their Office! What care is requiſite to fulfil it! How linexcuſable is it, 
to walk unworthy, either of it, or their great Maſter, who hath called 


them to it! Tis no unuſual thing to judge of Men, from the Quality 


<t the Perſons they employ in their Service: Now ſhould the Miniſters 
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of Chrift, ( which God forbid SH ſlip, and fall, and give great, 
_ and juſt Occafion of Offence, might not this ſeem to reflect ſome kind of 
diſhonour upon him, by rempting the ignorant and prophane, to impeach 
1 his Wiſdom in calling ſuch, to ſo weighty a charge, as he knew they 
1 were either unable, or unwilling, to fulfil? N 
Beſides, Eminence of Station attracts the Eyes of Behelders. The 
| ' Minifters of Chriſt, are Stars, the Light of the World, 
Rev. 1. 16. 2 City ſet upon a hill, which cannot be hid. They are 
Matth. 5. 14. expoſed to publick View, their Perſons, and Conduct 
cannot be conceal'd, what they ſay, and do, will be ob- 
ſerved and known in the World. Now the more Eyes are upon us, cſpe- Wl 
_ cially if the quick and piercing Eye of Malice, the Eyes of thoſe who 
< watch for, and would rejoice in our falling, be upon us, 
'1 Tim, 5. 14. the more care and caution is requifite, to give uc Occa. 
2 Cor, 11. 12, fion to the Adverſary to ſpeak reproachfully, | but to cut 
Toa off Occafion, from them who deſire Occaſion, to ee us 
offend, and thereby to blame the Miniſtry, : . | 
1 2. The end and defign of che Miniſtry, obliges to take heed of giving 
| any juſt occaſion of Offence in any thing, whereby any blame, or re- 
| proach may be caſt upon it. But what, I beſeech you, is the great end 
| ol the Work of the Miniſtry ? Is it not to reclaim Men from Ignorance 
| and Error, and Sin, and Wickedneſs, and to lead them into the way ot 
| : truth, peace, and holineſs, and life everlaſting ? Now ſhould any, who 
miniſter in holy things, for want of due care or diligence lead into error, 
or offer any great Temptation to Sin and Wickedneſs, er by an indiſcreer 
we of their Liberty, needleſly moleſt, grieve, or trouble other Men, [ 
doubt very much, whether the facredneſs, and dignity of their Office, 
* would ſcreen or cxempr them, from that quick and ſevere Expoſtulation 
| we have, Rom. 1. 21. Thou who teacheſt another, teacheſt thou not thy 
i je and thus thro? their fault rhe Miniſtry will be blaſphem'd in the 
| | orld, | | 
3. The-many and great Difficulties which attend the Work of the 
Mianſtry, call tor great care and watchfulneſs, that they who miniſter in 
Holy things, be inoffenfive, and blameleſs, in their whole Behaviour and 
Conduct. Some Ancient Writers have repreſented its Difficulties fo great, 
2s it is next to impoſſible to overcome them. But the allowance mult 
here be made, for flights of Rhcroric ; yet it muſt be confeſs d, chat t 
is a very laborious, and difficult work. Tis the buſineſs of thoſe who 
are conſecrated and ordained to holy Offices, to know, to declare, and 
detend the truth, and to diſcover, and confute Error. It is their Work 
to remove and cure the Prejudices, and reprove and reform the Vices ot 
the Age, in which they live. It lies upon them te encounter Irreligion 
and Propharencſs on the one hand, and to detect Formalily and Hypo- 
| _ erily on the other, They muſt condeſcend and ſuit themfelves to the 
| mean capacity and dulgeis of ſome, and oppoſe themſelves with reſolu- 
| HF tion and courage, to the perverſe obſtinacy and malige'of others: Ney 
| 5 | B 7£ znizu 
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ſion comfort the afflicted, bind up the broken- hearted, 


ſeek thoſe that are loſt, reduce thoſe that go aſtray, prevent, and heal 
Diviſions , bear with the Weak, encourage the Strong, go thro' Evil 


Report and Good, neither fearing nor flattering any, but in all things 


approving themſelves the Miniſters of God. How great a Work is here! 
jr would atmoſt diſcourage from the undertaking of it: And that which 
| ſtill adds to its weight is, That the Miniſters of Chriſt are ſubje& to 
the ſame Infirmities that other Men are: nay, they are expoſed ro ſome 


Temprations from which others are exempted. - For they are, in the very 


nature and deſign of their Function to deal with all Orders and Degrees 


of Men. High and low, rich and poor, wiſe and unwiſe, good and bad 
are the Object of their care, The various Paſſions, Appetites, Affecti- 
ons, Converſations, and Actions of Men come under their inſpection 
and guidance. And who is ſufficient for all theſe things! Who, in thar 
vaſt variety of caſes, which muſt neceſſarily ariſe, can ſo order himſelt, 


as to give ns Offence, in any thing ? lt is true, it is a hard work, the 
W difficulties attending it, are not to be foreſeen, and ſcarce to be num- 


bred. But Difficulties muſt not diſmay and deject; they ſhould rather 


excite care, and quicken Induſtry, and invigorate reſolution, It the 


Work be ſuch, as it is difficult not to offend in the doing of it, and yet 


is ſuch a Work, as mult of neceſſity be done, this is a good Reaſon, to 
| proceed in all caſes, with ſo much the greater care, that ſo we may give 
no juſt occaſion of Offence in any thing, that the Miniſtry be not blamed; 


And it ſhould alſo be of great force with the People, to check that pro- 
penſity and forwardneſs they are guilry of. in raking Offence, and cen- 
ſuripg the Conduct of their Spiritual Guides and Governors. For I am 
perſwaded, had they either skill, or temper enough to conſider, examine 


| and weigh every thing in an equal Balance, ( eſpecially if they would 
dut reflect, that they themſelves are too too often the Cauſes of thoſe 


Difficulties, which make it fo yery hard not to offend ) they would find 
that inſtead of Obloquy and Contempt, they deſerye Love and Honour. 
Bur; . 355 | 
4. Laſtly, The ſucceſs of the Work of the Miniſtry depends very 
ce upon walking inoffenſively; ſo as to giye no Qccahion, to the Ad- 
erſary, to blafpheme, Should the Servants of the Lord, by any weak- 
neſs, or miſtake, or indiſcreet, and ill Conduct, raiſe any great Preju- 
dices in the Minds of the People committed to their Care, it will very 
much obſtruct the good effects of their Doctrine, and all other endea- 
vours for the good of their Souls, Men will not abſtract from the Cal- 
ling and the Ferſon ; They will not diſtinguiſh between the Man, and his 
Office; Or if ſome few, have their Senſes ſo well exercis'd, as to diſcern 


between them, yet rhe Doctrine is ſcarce received with that reliſh and 
pleaſure, nor the egdeayour ta do good, ſo acceptable, becauſe offer d 
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Tru with meckneſs of wiſdom, rebuke with author. 
ty, ſuffer no man to deſpiſe them, cenſure the Incorri- 2 Tim. 2. 2 5. 
| gible, yet with a mixture of pity and. render compaſ- 2 Tit. 15. 
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| wy a ap sed dd Now if it be ſo, that MY any duch Occakg 
olf Offence to Men, be che ready way to render our Perſons contemptible, 


Jo to perſwade, as at the ſame time to give 10 Offence in any thing; | 


give no juſt Occaſion of Offence in any thing, and thereby ſupport the | 


muſt not be redious, and ſhall therefore point at ſome few things, ra- 
cher than diſcourſe upon them. But yet before I/can well do this, it may 


C10) 


and to hinder the defired effects of all our care and labour, this is a 
very forcible Reaſon vhy we ſhould follow the Apoſtle's Example, Viz, 


that the Miniſtry be not blamed, I proceed to the laſt Head, which is, 
3. To enquire how, or by what means, the Minifters of Chriſt, the | 
Guides and Governors of the Church, may fo manage themſelves, as to 


Honour and Authority of their Office, at leaſt ſecure their Miniſtry from | 
Keproach and Contempt. This I am ſenſible is a large Subject, and J 


de fir, that I lay down a Caution, and it is this. Fiz. th 
That, they who miniſter in Holy Things, are under no Obligation, 110 
to omit any neceſſary Duty, but rather the contrary, for fear of giving 25 
Offence to any, who are otherwiſe minded: For in ſuch caſe they would lot 
really do the very thing, which they would'ayoid : They in truth would ki 
give very juſt Occafion of Offence, by violating their Duty, which they an 
vere bound to perform, norvich(tuading others would take Offence at it. th 
For Example: 5 * GL 
We teach that in the Unity of the Godhead BB, are Three Perſons, of 
of one Subſtance, Power, and Eternity, the Father, the Son, and the of 
Holy Ghoſt ; and that che everlaſting Word, the Eternal Son of God, re 
who is Conſubſtantial with his Father, in the fulneſs of Time, was made er 
Fleſh, and offered himſelf a full, perfect and ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation Wi of 
and Satisfaction, for the Sins of the whole World. Now ſome pretend co 
to take offence at this, and blame the Miniſters of Religion, for obtru- WF + 
ding Contradictions, and Nonſenſe, upon the People, as the great My- 70 
ſteries of rhe Faith. But if this be an Offence, they cannot help it, it D 
is an Offence taken, and not given. They know theſe Doctrines are - w 
 greeable to Scripture, They know rhey are neceſſary and fundamental Ar- m 
zicles of our Religion, and muſt earneſtly contend for them, how much / Ju 
Wever they diſpleaſe thoſe who are contrary- minded, leit otherwiſe they . to 
zhould be found in the number ot thole, who deny both 5 Father et 
and the: Son. ki 
| T here are others, of the ſame Temper vith thoſe the FEES to 2 v 
Op  tpeaks of, who .ſay to the Seers, ſee not, and to the Pro- la 
Ua, 710. phets, propheſy not unto u rig hr things, ſpeak uniow N 
ſmooch things, propheſy deceits. My Mearng is, there a 
are [IM whe! are very detirons to be taught a way, how. 10 reconcile fe 
the enjoyment of their Luſts, and the hopes of Heaven, rogether, and P. 
repreſent our ſhewing the neceſnty of good Works in order to Parduny 2 
and Peace with God, and Eternal Life, as returumg to Mount Sinai, or tf 
the Legal Diſpenſarion,/ and a kind ot 233 the-graat Grace and 8 


Lan to wh ch the Goſpol calls us. N Theuid: they-who Minifter it 
* | Ns: 373 
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in Hely Things, to uſc-the Words of another Prophet, 


thus ſmooth their Tongues, they would be guilty of the jerem, 23. 31. 
moſt pernicious and fara} Offence, and lead Men head - Gal. 5. 13. 
long into the Pit of Deſtruction. No, we have nor + OE 
1 thus learned Chriſt: We dare not uſe our Liberty for an Jude v. 4. 
„ WH Occaſion to the Fleſp, we cannot turn the Grace of God ſ 


to ¶ our Lord Feſus Chrift. | 2 | nn | 

he So again, if we teach and maintain that the Civil Power is not the 

m creature of the People, but the Ordinauce of God, and'\ 

I put men in mind to be ſabject to Principalities and Pom- Tit, 3. 1. 

a- e, and to tale heed of Reſiſting t ham, not only for Rom. 13. 1. 

ay wrath, but Gonſcience ſake, and affirm with the Apoſtle, &c, 1 808 
that they who reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves Damna- _ 0 15 

n, tion + Some are mightily diſpleas d, and charge the Miniſters of Religion 

18 T pragmatical, and Buſy bodies, and meddlers, with what does not be- 

1d Jong to them, and as carrying on a deſign, ro oppreſs and enſlave Man- 


and Dignity of it, and ſhew what Reverence and Submidion is due to it, 
they can't eſcape ; Men preſently are offended, and cry Wy 
out, as thoſe of old, 7+ take roo much upon yon, ye Sous Numb. 16. 3. 

of Levi, all the Lord's people are holy, Now if Men be 


enjoined in the Scripture, they muſt not be overlook'd or neglected. Up- 
og all fit and proper Seaſons and Occaſions, theſe Truths muſt be ranght, 
id confirmed, and inculcated upon the Conſciences of the People. 

u- WF Yet once more. Do they, who miniſter in things pertaining to God, 
'- WW repreſent the finfulneſs and danger of Diviſions and Schiſm in the Church? 


he into laſci wiouſueſi, thereby practically denying the only Lord God, and. 


kind: Nay, do they but magr'ify their own Office, aſſert the Sacredneſy 


offended at this, I know no help, unleſs they themſelves would pleaſe to 
rectify their own Opinions; for fo long as theſe things are taught, and 
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it do they ſhew the Reaſonableneſs and Neceſſity of holding Communion | 
Vith the Eſtabliſhed Church, ſo far as Men are ſatisfied they lawfully - 


185 may do it? Why, this alſo offends, and is reprefented ( tho' very un- 

ch juſtly) as a Mark of a rigid and pet ſecuting Spirit. But what then? So 

7 bong as Diviſion, and needleſs Separation, ſtand ſo brand- e 

X ed, as they do in Holy Scripture, Silence muſt not be Rom. 16, 17. 
kept, Men muſt be called upon, to mar and avoid thoſe 


h | who are the Cauſes of them, Fit it may be, to pleaſe all Men, in all | 
7 lawſul Things, for their Good and Edification. But ſuse I am, that no 
„ Man may forſake the Principles of our holy Rnligion, or negle& Subje- 
2 Ction to Authority, or the practice of Chriſtian Union and Communion, 
© for fear of offending any Heterodox, licentious, factious dividing Party or 
4 Parties of Men. Having ſaid thus much to prevent any Miſtake, I now 
„5 proceed to the mention of ſome particular, ſpecial inſtances of Duty by 
r be practice whereof, all who are called to any holy Office, may avoid 
4 giving Offence, and ſupport the Honour of the Miniſtry, at leaſt ſecure - 
r it trom very unjuſt Cenſures, aud Reproac. bs 
1 boy, 5 
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ers: now I might proceed to an induction of ſeveral Particulars, 


8 


CY 


"which either in their own nature, or in common eſtimation , are juſt 


Ground and Occaſions and Offence, and for that reaſon are carefully to 
| beavoided. Such as, dealing the word of God deceit- 


2 Cor. 2. 17. fully, mixing Errors with truth, uſing ſubtle Artifices | 


4: 2. to recommend them, crafty Interprerarions to minitter 
1 Tim. 3. 3, 6. to Pride, Avarice, and Ambition, or to ſerve any ſecular 
1 Pet. 5. 2. 3. Intereſt, unſeemly affectation of Superiority and Power, 


1 Iin. 5 21. remiſneſs or rigor in the Exerciſe of it, doing Things by 
2 Tim 2. 24. Partiality, mutual Animeſities , fierce oppolition and 


:  \ Jangling-among our ſelves, want of Gravity, Seriouſ- 
nes, and Attention, in the performance of Holy Offices, Moroſeneſs, 


 fickleneſs, irreſolution or feebleneſs of Mind, cover'd with a pretence of 


caution and warinels ; Theſe, I fay, and many other Things of the like 
nature, deſerve Conſideration, but I muſt not infiſt upon them, Partly, 
becaule I believe (all invidious Compariſons ſet aſide) there is no Church 
in the World, which is bleſs d with a Clergy, who, as to its main Body, 
are more careful to avoid theſe, and ſuch like Faults, and Infirmitics, 
than that of the Eſtabliſh d Church: Partly, becauſe the Apottle, in the 
following parts of the Chapter, hath directed to more Particulars, in 


the Practice of which, he endeavoured to remove all Occaſion of Offence, 


than the time will permit me to ſpeak to: Some of which, may be pe- 
culiar the Apoſtolick Age, ſome neceſſary in. all Ages, and with your Pa- 


rience, I would lay a few of theſe before you, rather pointing at, than 


: 


diſcourſing upon them. 5 8 
1. The hirit thing the Apoſtle recommends, is Patience, Reſolution, 
and Magnanimity, ſuitable to all Events, which in the, courſe of their 


- Miviſtry mighr befal them, This the Apoſtle mentions in the Verſe 


following the Texr. Says he, Giving no Offence in any thing, that the 
Miniſtry be not blamed ; But in all things approving our ſelves as the 


Miniſters of God, in much Patience, in Maictious, in Neceſities, in 
Diſtreſſes, in Stripes, in Impri ſonments, in Tumults , in Labours, in 


Matchings, in Faſtings. It was the hard Lot of the Apoſtles, and the 
immediate Diſciples of our Bleſſed Lord, to be eſteemed the retule and 


| of ſcouring of all things, to mect with the mot unworthy and barba- 


rous Uſage, from a ſtobbern aud faithleſs Generation, and at laſt to re- 
fiff, even unto Blood, firiving againſt Sin. But through the great Mer- 
cy, and good Providence of God, and the Pious care ot our Governors, 
the Biſhops and Paſtors of the Church, have for a long time been exempt 
from theſe Difficulties and Tryals ; Nevertheleſs it concerns them (and 


- all Chriitiags ) in the dilpoſit ion and preparation of rheir Mind, to quit 


rheir deareſt Intereſts, aud part with their Lives, rather than renouice 


their Religion, and fin agaiatt God. And where this diſpoſition and tem- 


per of Svul is viible, it will procure reſpect and Honour. Such Reio- 
jution and Conſtancy, is a clear and full proof of ſincerity, and the 
2acerity of ſuch Per ons being unqueſtionabſe, it 18 2 mighty 2Jvan- 
l | 1 tage 
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tage to the Reputation and Succeſs of their Miniffry, But tho', as 1 


ſaid, the Minifters of Chrift are excuſed from extreme Hardſhips and 


Tryals, yet there are other Tryals which they are, and may be, expoſed 
ro, which will ſufficiently exerciſe their Patience, Magnanimity, and firm 
Reſolution. It is no eaſy thing to contend with the Obloquy and Con- 
tradition of unreaſonable Men, and ſuch are almoſt every where to be 
met with. To overlook the ignorant Cenſures of ſome, and contema 
the malicious Slanders of others, to overcome Evil with Good, to pity 
and pray for thoſe who deſpitefully uſe them, is a great tryal. But then 


to do thus, is a ſure ſign of a great and generous Soul, and an excellent 


Mean to gain Reſpect and Reverence, and to win upon the fierceneſs of 
thoſe, who hate them. But this is not all, even char which may ſeem 
to be (and which really is) a great advantage to the Clergy, the due 


Honour I mean, which is ſometimes conferred upon them, requires a firm- 


neſs of Mind to prevent its becoming, a Snare, and a Temptation, and 
an Occaſion of Offence. © For the Apoſtle ſays, they muſt know how to 
bear Honour, as well as Diſonour, and good Report as well as evil Re- 


port: And it may be a queſtion, whether it be not as difficult to bear pro- 
ſperous as adverſe Events. How hard a thing is it to receive Honour, - 


and to uſe it aright, without diſcovering any mixture of Oſtentat ion and 
Vanity, without ſhewing Partiality, Remiſlneſs, or Rigor, without any 
neglect, or contempt of Inferiors, or any ſeeming affectation of exerci- 
fing Authority over them ! The Temptation is itrong, and infinuating, 


| and requires much Prudence, and great firmneſs of Mind, to diſcover, 


reſiſt, and ovescome it. But he that can effectually do it, will in this 
Point remove much Occafion of Offence, and ſupport the Honour and 
Veneration, Which is juſtly due to his Miniſtry, To proceed. 

2, A Second thing which rhe Apoſtle mentions, Yer. 6. is Purensſs. 
By which ſome of great Learning and Judgment, underſtand the parti- 


cular Virtue or Grace of Chaſtity, ' A Virtue no leſs amiable, than ne- 


ceſſary, and its contrary Vice, every where odious and deteſtable. But 
bleſſed be God. in our own, and all the Reformed Churches, there can be 
no great danger of offending in this matter; the forc'd Cœlibacy of the 
Clergy, being taken off, which heretofore produc'd innumerable Scan- 
dals, and ſtill, where it is impoſed, as in the Church of Rome, gives 


| juſt occafion of Offence, by the multitude of Impurities, conſequent up- 


on it, But tho? this Senſe of the Word muſt by no means be excluded, 
yet, I rather think, the Apoſtle uſed it in a greater latitude, ſo as to 
comprehend innocence and holineſs, or 2 conformity of Heart and Life, 
to the will of God, walking in all his commandments blameleſs. An 
even, regular, conftant tenor and courſe of Goodneſs, will prevent 
blame, and command Veneration and Honour; but if this be wanting, 


nothing elſe will do it. For (to uſe the words of an excellent Perſon } + 


Power may be dreaded, Riches may be courred, Wir and Knowledge may 


de admired, but only Goodneſs is rruly eſteemed and honoured. - I need 
not fay much upon this Head, it being oonfeſs d, and own'd on all hands, 
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Nb hs . A balivels; and iniverſal goodneſs, are PLAY * Cure 
expedient. to prevent blame, and to procure reſpect and. eſteem among 
Men, I rather rejoice, and glory in this, that ſo many bright Exam- 
ples, of an voaffeRed, ſteddy, uniform, diffuſive Piety and Goodneſs, are 

eren in this degenerate Age, to be found among us, in whom thok 
words of God, axe in ſome good degree rer Them that houour me, 
Iwill honour. i Sam, 2. 31. 
113. A third thing the Apoſtle mentions. is le A thing plea- 
Fant to the Mind, as Light is to the Eye, earneſtly deſired, and highly 
eſteemed among men, and its contrary. defect, as deſpicable and vile. 
We are far from taking away the Key of Knowledge from the People; 
to allude to the words of Meſes, we could wiſh that all the Lord people 
were Prophets, and that the Lord would put his Spirit upon them. But 
then we cannet but wiſh, at leaſt, a double portion of it, upon his Mi- 
auſters, that all who attend upon holy Offices, might in this reſpect, be 
as much ſuperior to 2 905 as their Station is above them, in the 
Church. But what Knowledge is it which the Apoſtle recommends ? 1s 
it Skill in Languages, Hiſtory, Philoſophy, and other Arts and Sciences! 
I cannot ſay that this was the Apoſtle's meaning, But yet, with Sub- 
miſſion, ncither do 1 think they mult be wholly excluded, becauſe they 
are of excellent Uſe, and very neceſſary, ro attain to that which cer- 
tainly was bis meaning, The Apoſtle means Knowledge in Matters of 
Religion, the Nature and Attributes of God, his Will, his Word, his 
Providence, his Works, or in other words, a clear, diſtinct, and com- 
prehenlive view of the whole Goſpel Revelation in all thipgs neceſſary to 
Salvation; together with a degtrous, prudent, perſuaſive, powerful way, 


Hearts and Conſciences ; To attain to theſe is our peculiar ſtudy, and 
moſt proper buſineſs; and any conſpicuous defect herein, will be at- 
tended with blame, ak refle& upon the Miniſtry. But whoſocver hath 
attained hereto, is approved of God, a Workman that needeth not be 
aſbamed, being able rightly to divide the word of truth, How calie are 
mens Conſciences, when they know they are under the conduct of ſuch 
Guides! Hoy chearfully do they go on, in their way, when they are 
| ſenſible their Guides are able, and willisg, and defire nothing, ſo much 
as to lead them in right paths! And O how happy are the People of 
this Kingdom, whom G0 hath bleſſed with abundance of ſuch Guides! 

( and may their number increaſe every day more and more.) Happy in- 
deed, if they did but know their own Happinels, and would uſe the op- 


more frequent application of themſelves to them, for reſolution of their 
doubts, for advice and direction in matters of difficulty, for comfort in 
their diſtreſs, and for encouragement in all things, pertaining to Life 

and S Who more likely to be faithful and true, than ſuch as keep 
the Key of Knowledge, and ſo watch for men's ſouls, 4s thoſe who” muſs 
ti vs an account to Goa for them] Feb. 13 17, But, 
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of inſtructing others in the ſame Truths, and enforcing them upon their 


portunities and advantages, which are pur into their hands; I mean, by . 


4. The 
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4. The Apoſtle further directs to Long - ſufferings, and Kindneſs, 1 


join both together, becauſe they have a mutual relation to, and de- 


the weakneſs and infirmities of Men, pitying their failings, waiting for 
their achendment, over-looking their injuries, treating them with de- 
cency and reſpect, performing real acts of civility and kind offices, doing 


them in an obliging way, and with a willing mind, and in a graceful 


and becoming manner, And who ſees nor how heceflary theſe things are, 
to recommend our Perſons, aod our beſt endeavours for the good of 
Souls? Theſe are things acceptable to God, and approv'd of men, and 
do not only prevent blame, and Offence, but conciliate love and ho- 


Nour to the Miniſtry, Such facility, gentelneſs, and goodneſs , give 


freedom of acceſs, and inſinuate, like Oyl, into the affections, and are 
attended with proportionable Succeſs : Whereas on the contrary, mo- 
roſeneſs, and auſterity of carriage ( eſpecially where affected) in men 
otherwiſe very good, raiſes. prejudices againſt their Perſons, and ob- 
ſtructs the good etfects. of their beſt defigns' and endeavours. But I 
haſten, and ſhall beſpeak your Patience only, whilft I mention one Par- 
ticular more, namely, 


5. Love unfeigned. Now ſhould I ſay, that by this we are to un- 
dei ſtand that ſincere, fervent affection wherewith the Miniſters of Chriſt 
ſhould mutually embrace each other, I might perhaps, not come up to 
the Apoſtle's full deſign, but I think ſhould not be much beſide my 


preſent purpoſe, which is to remove all Blame from the Miniſtry. 
Now ſhould the Seryants of the Lord, who above all others, are obliged 


to be united, in the firmeſt Bonds of brotherly Love, be defective here- 


in, much more ſhould they indulge to mutual Animoſities, and fierce 
Oppoſition, this would be a great Offence, and their Miniſtry would be 
blamed, I am ſure, there never was more reaſon for them to walk in 
love, than in this degenerate Age, wherein ſo many Enemies, are ſo 


reſtleſs in their endeavours to divide, that ſo they may deſtroy them, 


and then rejoice in their ruin, But to ſay no more of this; by Love 
the Apoſtle means, hearty good will to all mankind, eſpecially to thoſt 
who are committed to their care and conduct, that ſo they may lee, 
they ſeek not theirs, but them. Love demonſtrating it ſelf in a general 
concern for the Souls ot men, labouring after the Salvation of the mean- 
eſt creature for whom Chriſt died, and condeſcending to inferior Offices, 


for their ſpiritual good: Love diſcovering it ſelf in a follicitude, to in- 


ſtruct the ignorant, recover the erroneous, reform the wicked, encou- 
rage the good, comfort the broken-hearted, and imparting all ſpiritual 
Bleſſings to them in Chriſt Jeſus, praying for, and bleſſing them, in his 
Name : Love manifeſting it ſelf, in viſiting the ſick, relieving the needy, 
comforting the Fatherleſs and the Widow, forgiving the injurious, cen- 
ſuring the obſtinate, with Pity and render Compaſſion; I ſay ſo diffu- 


ave, fincere, fervent a Love to the Souls of men, would not fail ol 


will 
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eee each other. Now by theſe I underſtand Bearing with 
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| 3 "ll de 4 great e either 14 8 give, or to Ake "Offence. 
I I have nov gone through the chings 1 on o_ ro ſpeak to, and tho? 
e more might have been added, and ſeveral .Inferences and Conclu- 
ſions drawn from what hath been aid, yet ( Holy Fathers and Brethren 
in our Lord Jeſus) I ſec I have but jult time to expreſs the molt ſin- 
cere and- fervent Deſires of my Soul: That the Great God, the God 
and Father of aur Lord Jeſus Chriſt would be continually preſent with 
| you, in the management of that great and hanourable Truſt which he 
| __ hath committed to you: That he would go on to inſpire you more and 
more, vith the Spirit of Wiſdom and. Underſtanding , the Spirit of 

— Counſel and Might, the Spirit of Knowledge, and the Fear of our 
Lord: That he would direct, ſupporr, and comfort you .in all your la- 
bour of love, and make you happy Inſtruments in his own hands of 


turning many unto righteouſneſs, whereby ye may ſhine as Stars in 
the . for ever and . A 0 


. N N . 
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Now 20 the King Eternal, 3 Inviſible, 4 17 nh Wi 10 God, 
be nb, and F for . and ever. Amen. 
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